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In autumn Saint Michael
with sword and with shield,
Passes over meadow
and orchard and peld.
Heis on the path to battle
fgainst darkness and strife,
He is the heavenly warrior,

protector of life.

Michaelmas Festival

On September 29 the autumn festival traditionally known as Michaelmas

is celebrated in Waldorf schools around the world. As one of the English
Quarter Days, Michaelmas has long been a time of new beginnings. By the
equinox the shortening of the days and lengthening of the nights is well
underway. As the life forces of nature recede, turning toward a winter sleep,
we also turn inward to a time of mindful focus and inner awakening. It

is a time of reflection, as we contemplate our relationship to the light and
darkness in the world around us.

This ancient festival was named for the Archangel Michael, conqueror of the
powers of darkness, the harvester of the deeds of humanity. It is at this time
that the image of Michael with the dragon appears before us as a mighty
imagination, challenging us to develop strong, brave, free wills, to overcome
anxiety and fear. At our school Michaelmas is celebrated through a wonderful
play performed by grades 1 through 4, depicting the valour of St. George,
Michaelis earthly counterpart, as he overcomes the dragon. Grade One
children play the gnomes, forging tt)’a }Jreastplate and shield of protection.
Grade Two children are t:@hootin

rs: each fallin \ade of iron, the
; g gargade

lution of the heart. Grade Three

villagers; the Grade ur};_(’jents are

r{g and Que;\'err.
overcome

iron that we need to stre en the re
children play the dragon and you
the people of the village with their

Today, as we face the rampant odragono forces in ou
celebration prepares us to stand for what is true and good,
obstacles and to have courage in our tasks.
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Editorial

MARY PARADIS
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

It is a pleasure to meet all of you in my new role as Director of Development with the launching of
our newly designed newsletter 6The Bulleting, our voice as community members of the Vancouver
Waldorf School. The inew and improvedi is intended to provide you with an opportunity to see
more into the inner life of our school, a place to learn, express, share, and rejoice. You will be hearing
about developments in all realms of school life, including but not limited to reports from the Board of
Trustees and Faculty, Waldorf research articles, news from your Parent Council, VWS alumni profiles,
submissions from students, as well as the regular community and marketplace pages.

I am honoured to be entrusted with guiding the schoolis development and | look forward to working
with all of you. Development takes place from a place of passion d passion for this exceptional and
inspiring education, and passion for the greater social mission of bringing renewal to the world
through Waldorf education. It is from this place of passion that our faculty and staff, guided by
Administrator Rea Gill, have spent the past number of years creating a governance structure reflective
of what is already living and working in the curriculum, which will truly serve the needs of our
school into the future. The success of this re-structuring has provided the foundation that will now
allow community and resource development to begin to grow and flourish. The thandsi are now able
and ready to work!

I see incredible possibilities for our school, with the vision of full enrolment, beautiful new facilities,
and a thriving and active community as examples of what we are capable of achieving. As | observed
parents painting the interior of our High School recently (see Roses pg 7), | was moved by their
generosity, passion, and commitment to achieving the goal of a more beautiful space for our high
school students and faculty. It is this living passion and commitment in all of us that will provide the
inspiration, the love, and the will to realize the full potential of the Vancouver Waldorf School.

Vancouver Waldorf School.
Direct all questions to:
editor@vws.ca
2725 St Christophers Rd
North Vancouver, BC
V7K 2B6
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Fri Sep 27 Michaelmas
8:00p DANDELION PRESCHOOL PARENT MEETING
Tue Oct 2 8:45a -9:45a Waldorf Welcome
7:30p First Seven Years Seminar Series for Parents, Part 2-ECC
Wed Oct 3 8:45a Christmas Craft Circle at ECC
7:00p Board Meeting
Mon Oct 8 No School T Thanksgiving Day
Tue Oct 9 7:30p First Seven Years Seminar Series for Parents, Part 3-ECC
Thu Oct 11 8:00p Mulberry Bush Preschool Parent Meeting
Fri Oct 12 8:30a-11:00a ECC Social/Tea in Dining Room, hosted by Parent Council
Mon Oct 15 7:00p-9:00p Social Inclusion Meeting in the Dining Room
Tue Oct 16 7:30p First Seven Years Seminar Series for Parents, Part 4-ECC
Fri Oct 19 8:30a Grade School and High School Photo Retakes
Mon Oct 22 7:30p Gr4 Parent Meeting
Tue Oct 23 7:30p First Seven Years Seminar Series for Parents, Part 5-ECC
7:30p Ministry of Education Dogwood/Vancouver Waldorf School Graduation Program
Requirements Overview for Grades 6-12 with Elaine Mackee at the HS
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