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SPECIALTY FOODS

The calls and emails are beginning to come in but 
I have yet to be completely submerged with offers 
of all sorts ... so yes we are still looking for cookies, 
candies, chocolates or chocolate somethings, canned 
peaches (I know they are out there, and I know 
who has them), those lovely Christmas loaves, that 
awesome caramel popcorn from last year, a certain 
person’s yummy brownies, the traditional Stollen 
we love so well … and will we ever see A’s and E’s 
(Waldorf Canning Queens) outrageously amazing 
pickles again? One can only hope ... 

So just say yes! If you contributed in years past 
with your fabulous donated goodies, please 
consider creating something edible for Specialty 
Foods again.  Many thanks to those who have 
been in touch with me for your enthusiasm and 
innovative ideas!  Mini spelt pizzas anyone? 
Yum!  While it is true it is not ALL about the food, 
it is a great way to donate some time toward this 
annual event at our school.  If the creating part 
is not your strength there is always the option 
to volunteer to work a shi� for an hour. Be 
prepared to be surrounded by delicious items of 
all descriptions (think Willy Wonka) and take my 
advice — be sure to bring some spending money! 
Looking forward to hearing from you,
Cindy 
4claresser@shaw.ca

WREATH MAKING 

Once again wreath making will 
be at the Fair this year!  In order 
to make beautiful advent wreaths 
for Advent or wreaths to hang on 
your door, we need to collect twigs 
and evergreenery like juniper 
and magnolia.  So if you are out in 

the woods today and find such green wreath making 
materials, please pass them on to Andrea van Sickle, 
either by dropping the greens at the Grade Seven class 
room (stems need to be cut short), or by contacting 
Andrea van Sickle (other wise known as Jasmine, 
Nell, or Felix’s mum). Thank you very very much!
4(778)-881-3682  
4andrea@withcompliments.ca

STRINGS CAFE 

Strings Café needs a volunteer for Fri Nov 21 to decorate 
the chalk boards in the classroom with a simple and 
seasonal drawing.  Is anyone feeling creative?  Sign up on 
Strings volunteer sheet or email Helen Travers
4helentrav@gmail.com

FRIDAY NIGHT ADULT ONLY MARKETPLACE

We have many fine vendors coming to display and 
sell their wares in the marketplace along with our 
own unique and wonderful in-house handcra�ed 
items.  Again this year, as a special opportunity to 
our parents who will be busy throughout the Fair 
day working shi�s and shepherding children, we are 
holding an adult-only Friday night Marketplace from 
6:30p - 8:30p.  Come and enjoy this relaxed shopping 
environment!  This is an adult only event and ask that 
parents please leave their children at home.

*For those who cannot a�end Friday night, be 
assured that there will still be plenty of selection 
remaining on Saturday.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS FAIR RAFFLE

This year, the Christmas Fair is offering a very 
special Handmade Cedar Country Barn as our Raffle 
Prize.  This one-of-a-kind creation is the result of 
collaborative efforts by:

Brent Campbell 
maker of the barn, 
dad of Hamish(Gr 3) 
and Aslan (Gr 1) 

Marjorie Thatcher 
creator of the farmer 
and stable boy,  
alumni VWS early 
childhood teacher 
and grandparent 
of Ma�hew (Gr 7), 
Declan (Gr 5) Jonah 
(Gr 2)

Various Parent 
Cra�ers, who have 
made all the animals

mailto:claresser@shaw.ca
mailto:andrea@withcompliments.ca
mailto:helentrav@gmail.com
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6:6:

CHRISTMAS FAIR NEWS

This wonderful barn will be on display in the 
Lower School the week before the Fair and in the 
Marketplace during the Fair — you must see it!  
Tickets will be available from Ronaye at the lower 
school offi  ce beginning Nov 17 as well as during 
the Fair at the Marketplace.  Tickets are $5.00/each, 
books of 10 for $50.00.  Only 500 tickets will be sold! 
The draw for this priceless gi�  will held at 
3:00p on Sat Nov 22 - the winner will be contacted 
privately should they need to keep it secret from the 
lucky recipient ...

OUTDOOR FOODS

 BY GARY JONES

Twas the month before Christmas and all through 
the school, not a creature was stirring except maybe 
all the volunteers se� ing up Outdoor Foods.  Yes, 
my sweet li� le elves, it is that time of year again, 
the Christmas Fair!  This year, I once again have 
the honour of hand-picking an elite, crack team of 
men and teenage boys who will cook and serve like 
no other team before them.  And what Christmas 
Fair would be complete without the unmistakable 
aroma of sizzling sausages, mouthwatering veggie 
dogs and breathtaking buns.  Once again, I have 
managed to bag the best gang of volunteers and tie 
them up with a bow.  Make sure you drop by and 
say hi while you inhale yet another awesome smokie 
or veggie-dog, hand-cooked by one of the school’s 
very own dads or sons.  Remember, Christmas is 
coming, so the Fair is the time to start the day with 
a hotdog at 10:00a and end the day with a hotdog at 
3:00p.  Consider it a gi�  to yourself.  On Dancer, on 
Prancer, on Donner and Blitzen, on Reno, on Dato, 
on Davo in our fabled outdoor kitchen!

CHILDCARE

Childcare by high school and GR 8 students will be 
off ered to parents who have volunteered to set-up 
on Fri Nov 21, from 1:30p to 5:00p, at Sunfl ower 
Kindergarten in the Early Childhood Center.  Please 
make sure your child has had lunch before arriving 
and also that they bring rain gear and a snack

FAIR SCHEDULES

Schedules for the events in Performance Alley and 
Strings Café, together with the Shepherd’s lunch 
menu, will be sent to the whole community via email 
in the days preceding the Fair to help everyone plan 
their day on Saturday.  
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We are very pleased to 
announce that Abegael 
Fisher Lang, Grade 3 Class 
Teacher and professional 
storyteller will be one of 
our featured performers 
in Performance Alley.  Ms. 
Fisher-Lang will spin a 
few lively Celtic tales for 
young and old, scheduled 
in the later a� ernoon so 
hardworking folks can relax 
and have a few chuckles.  “Though not for the very 
young,” she cautions,” these wi� y tales are meant 
for older listeners to enjoy for there is o� en a dark 
humour in Celtic tales.”  We may perhaps hear A 
Po� le of Brains (Welsh), The Leather Baggin (Arab/
Jewish/Irish) or The Woman Who Flummoxed the 
Fairies (Sco� ish) …  Rumour has it there may even be 
a fi ddler in the house, story, music and imagination 
sure to li�  your heart! 

Ms. Fisher-Lang is an award winning British 
Columbia storyteller with an extensive repertoire 
from the everyday to the mythopoetic.  She has told 
world tales at business conferences, Celtic myths to 
university classes, Hannukah legends in a wintry 
barn, funny Jack tales at Word-on-the-Street, and a 
baby crone cycle to women’s initiation circles.  She is 
artistic director for World Storytelling 
Day events and Vancouver International 
Storytelling Festivals and is known for 
bringing people together to celebrate 
good storytelling.  
4www.mythopoetica.ca

At last year’s Christmas Fair some of us had the 
opportunity to discover a musical jewel from the 
Caribbean right in our own Roundhouse.  This 
year we are very pleased to have Marianella Ramos 
back to entertain us, accompanied by two more fi ne 
musicians, Carlos Arellano playing the cuatro and 
Freddy on bass. With a diverse repertoire of classical 
and Latin American music, this group will inspire 
listeners of all ages.  This is a performance you do not 
want to miss!

MARIANELLA RAMOS 
ACCOMPANIED BY CARLOS ARELLANO 
(CUATRO) AND FREDDY (BASS) 

Marianella Ramos is classically trained pianist from 
Caracas, Venezuela.  She has won many prestigious 
music awards and has performed extensively both 
as a soloist and with orchestras throughout South 
America.  Ms Ramos has recorded her CD “Bachangó” 
(2005) and has been teaching private piano lessons 
since 1999.

“Marianella is without doubt one of the most talented 
pianists of her generation. Her performances are truly 
a refl ection of her beautiful personality. Her sincerity, 
audacity, sensitivity, intelligence and impeccable technique 
bring us exceptionally memorable performances.”…    
     Master Abraham Abreu

PERFORMANCE ALLEY 


